11th July 2008

Sarah Le Claire

Assistant Director – Environmental Policy

Planning & Environment Department

Howard Davis Farm

Trinity

Jersey JE3 5JP

Dear Sarah

Proposed Go-Kart Track – Environmental Impact Scoping Consultation

Thank you for inviting the National Trust for Jersey to comment on the proposal for a Go-Kart track on Fields 121 and 328 in St Mary. The Trust has reviewed the scoping report and would like to submit the following comments:

Island Plan 2002 – Policies C4 and C5
The proposed site is located in the Green Zone and is immediately adjacent to the Zone of Outstanding Character. In reviewing these policies it is clear that one of the key objectives is to protect and enhance the character, natural beauty, archaeology, landscape and sense of wilderness that pertains to the Island’s north coast. The Trust considers that this application will by its very nature only serve to compromise and erode these qualities. In terms of scale, activity, design and use of materials, the Go-Kart track will appear as an incongruous and visually intrusive development negating the environmental and scenic value of the area.

Countryside Character Appraisal – Policy C2
Through the Policy C2 the States of Jersey has made a commitment to promote the conservation, management, enhancement and restoration of the Island’s countryside character based upon the findings of the Countryside Character Appraisal 1999. The appraisal is clear about the environmental features and value of the north coast. It summaries integrity of character as follows:  

“The north coast heathlands have a very strong, positive, intact character. This is created by the collection of important environmental features, which together represent a considerable part of the Island’s total environmental capital. In addition the sheer rugged cliffs, long sea views and almost total absence of development all combine to make the north coast the area most prized for wilderness and remoteness. All these features are of great importance and are not substitutable. It is essential they are protected and conserved.”

The appraisal also identifies threats to local character stating that:

“ The visual and aural impacts of developments on, or adjacent to, the heathland edge such as the holiday complex at Plemont, shooting range at Crabbé, model aircraft site at Les Lands and proposed go-kart race track all threaten the peaceful, remote, wilderness qualities of the north coast.”

In order to avoid these threats becoming a reality the appraisal recommends that the north coast heathlands should have the highest level of protection. It considers that there is no capacity for further development if the north coast is going to retain a sense of wilderness, isolation and remoteness.

The National Trust believes that these recommendations are an integral part of Policy C2 and thereby the application for the go-kart track is contrary to States adopted policy.

Infrastructure
The Trust does not believe there is sufficient or appropriate infrastructure to support such a major recreational development in this location. The issue of traffic has not been seriously addressed by the applicant, despite this being one of the major drawbacks of locating such a facility at Crabbé.

Tourism

Gréve de Lecq has been recognized by the States Tourism Department as a potential “Gateway to the North Coast” (Professor Victor Middleton’s Report – 2002). Unlike most other bays and harbours on the north coast, Gréve de Lecq has sufficient parking and public transport links to act as a suitable access/interpretation point. However, if the development of a go-kart track is allowed to proceed this opportunity would be permanently lost to the Island. It would be inconceivable and impractical to promote a gateway to Jersey’s unspoilt coastline if first you had to proceed via a substantial go-kart track.

Noise/Fumes
The Trust does not have the technical expertise to comment objectively on noise levels as per Southdowns report. However, the immediate area already suffers noise pollution from the shooting range and the proposed go-kart track will only exacerbate the problem. In addition noise levels will vary considerably in different wind conditions and this is already clearly evident when events take place at Sorel and at the loop road. It also appears that no consideration has been given to the noise generated by spectators arriving, enjoying and departing from the event, as well as announcements via an audio system. It is envisaged that motor fumes from the go-karts and food smells from static catering vans will all add to the mix and totally alter the existing character of the area.

Archaeology

The Trust fully supports and endorses the report provided by John Clarke, Chairman of the Société Jersiaise Archaeological Section.

Ornithology

The Trust also fully supports and endorses the comments provided by Dr Glyn Young of Durrell Wildlife.
States Policy

The Trust is both concerned and disappointed to see the evident disparity between various States departments and adopted policy. The States of Jersey has invested in excess of £300,000 in restoring the former composting site to agricultural land. It is therefore difficult to comprehend why the Property Services Department and the Treasury and Resources Minister have entered negotiations with the Jersey Kart and Motor Club to facilitate a development which undermines the existing public investment. This is clearly contrary to the Island Plan and the Chief Minister’s stated aim of Keeping Jersey Special by adopting strong coastal protection policies. It should also be remembered that this land is in public ownership and that the public have an expectation that such coastal land will be protected for the benefit of the Island. If this is no longer the case the public should be advised accordingly. 

Shared Facilities
The Trust recognizes the demand and need for recreational facilities in the Island. However, it would contend that the Island’s motor sports fraternity should work together to have shared facilities in one location. This would avoid the north coast becoming unnecessarily spoilt by a range of individual practice/race areas. It was hoped that this issue would be addressed by the Outdoor Open Space, Sport and Recreation Study but this does not appear to have materialized to date. It may be appropriate in time to consider whether one of the Island’s quarry sites could provide a suitable location for such a facility.

Viability/Business Plan

It remains unclear how this project will be viable without a degree of commercial activity to cover ongoing maintenance costs etc.

Conclusion

The National Trust for Jersey considers that the Minister of Treasury and Resources should withdraw this application at the earliest opportunity. It is clearly contrary to the Island Plan and the overall strategic objective of protecting the Island’s coastline. In addition the necessary infrastructure to support such a large recreational facility is clearly absent.  If the States and the Chief Minister are serious about protecting Jersey’s unspoilt coastline it is absolutely imperative that we have an unambiguous policy regarding publicly owned coastal land to avoid these scenarios arising in the future.

With kind regards
Yours sincerely

Mike Stentiford MBE

President of The National Trust for Jersey

